STSM: Wildfires in urban and peri-urban forests in Israel and associated weather conditions
[bookmark: _GoBack]During May 2015, Marco Turco from the Institute of Atmospheric Sciences and Climate (ISAC), National Research Council (CNR) in Italy went on a short-term scientific mission (STSM) to the Department of Geography and the Human Environment, Tel Aviv University, Israel. His STSM aimed at analysing fire risk of urban and peri-urban forests in Israel. During the STSM the latest publicly available databases of drought, fires, land cover variables were collected and a preliminary statistical study of these data was performed. The preliminary analysis suggested that (i) drought conditions are increasing since 1980 and (ii) there is a negative response of forest fires to this increase in the intermediate seasons. Apart from some promising results achieved, the STSM served to establish useful collaborative relations with the host group. After completing the data examination, it is planned to prepare a paper with the main output.
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