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• Changing urban forest 

governance

• Components of ‘good 

governance’

• Analysing two cases: 

Melbourne and Vancouver

• Making things even more 

complicated...



DEFINING ‘GOVERNANCE’

• Efforts to direct human action towards common goals, and more 

formally as the setting, application and enforcement of generally 

agreed to rules

• Role of non-public actors as becoming more influential over policy

• Governance by / with / without government

• Governance with government: boundaries between and within public 

and private sectors have become blurred 



Who decides, who is involved –

and who benefits (or looses)?

How is decision-making done?



Slide courtesy of Bas Arts



Buizer et al. (2015)







Buizer et al. (2015)



COMPONENTS OF ’GOOD GOVERNANCE’ IN URBAN 
FORESTRY

Discourses:

• Recognition of multiple storylines, agreement on 

important ones

Actors:

• Inclusiveness, alliances, the role of ‘champions’

Rules of the game:

• Clear and generally agreed to; innovation

Resources:

• Funding, knowledge (including local, traditional), 

power
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Cheongyecheon stream restoration, Seoul







James Notman, Boston; engraving of image 

later published in Century Magazine

(source) - The World's Work, 1903: 

http://archive.org/stream/worldswork06gard#
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Buijs et al. (2016) – GREEN SURGE



From: Sheppard et al. (2017) Urban forest governance and 

community engagement. Chapter 15, Routledge Handbook of 

Urban Forestry
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Urban Forest Strategy for 

Melbourne, Australia



http://www.melbourne.vic.gov.au/SiteCollectionDocuments/urban-forest-strategy.pdf
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ANALYSING THE MELBOURNE 
CASE

• Strong and supporting discourses: resiliency, quality of life, 

health

• Champions at different levels

• Strong urban forestry team with clear mandate

• Community engagement

• Use and communication of knowledge























ANALYSING THE VANCOUVER 
CASE

• Competing discourses: greening and canopy expansion versus 

development

• Champions under debate

• Unclear institutional set-up, with e.g., multiple municipal actors

• Rules of the game and legislation

• Lack of information: the privately-owned urban forest
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NASA Earth Observatory image by Joshua 

Stevens, using Landsat data from the U.S. 

Geological Survey

Regional Municipality of Wood 

Buffalo / Wikimedia Commons








